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Gifford	walks	 through	 the	practical	 implications	of	his	 argument	 in	a	“rereading	and	
recasting”	of	four	texts:	Henry	Miller’s	The Colossus of Maroussi,	Lawrence	Durrell’s	




















Seven,	Phoenix,	Kingdom Come,	Personal Landscape,	Transformation and	Circle.	These	








The	 third	 chapter	 subtitled	 “Theories	 of	Personalism”	presents	 some	 common	 tenets	
of	the	groups.	A	lasting	trend	was	the	fundamental	disagreement	with	Marxism	and	an	































Part	I,	Mainstream Media and the Sexual Revolution,	has	three	chapters.	In	Chapter	








two	heterosexual	acts––genital	sex	and	oral	sex.	Levine	in	The New Sexual Culture of 
American Television in the 1970s	offers	an	overview	of	 television’s	 translation	of	 the	
sexual	revolution	for	the	American	mainstream.
Part	 II,	Sex as Art,	 consists	 of	 three	 chapters.	Heffernan	 starts	 his	 essay	with	 a	
quote	by	Inside Deep Throat’s (2005)	director	Gerard	Damiano,	which	states	“I	always	
believed	that	Hollywood	and	porn	would	eventually	merge”	(105).	The	writer	discusses	
the	reception	of	I Am Curious (Yellow)	over	a	two-year	period	when	the	MPAA’s	ratings	
system	was	implemented.	Chapter	five,	Wet Dreams: Erotic Film Festivals of the Early 




Mysteries of the Organism to	trace	the	intertwined	cultural	discourses	and	market	histories	
of	a	specific	time	and	cultural	space.
Part	 III,	Media at the Margins,	 includes	chapter	seven	 to	nine.	 In	33 1/3 Sexual 








in	Altered Sex: Satan, Acid, and the Erotic Threshold,	emphasizes	frustration,	failure,	
and	damnation	resulting	from	sex.	The	author	discusses	the	case	of	The Satan Club, The 
Satanic Bible, The Acid Party,	and	The Big Freak-Out alike,	where	the	combinations	of	
acid	and	witchcraft	displayed	for	staging	eroticized	erotic	displays.	
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Chapter	ten	opens	Part	IV:	Going All the Way.	Johnson	talks	about	sex	education	
as	 an	environmental	multimedia	 experience	and	argues	how	 this	 theory	was	put	 into	
practice	by	the	National	Sex	Forum	(NSF)	for	sexual	attitude	reassessment.	The	essayist	
deals	with	sensory	stimulation	techniques	for	entertainment,	therapy,	and	education	for	








the	1960s.	In	Critics and the Sex scene, Haberski	explains	how	many	critics	had	found	
the	work	of	art	that	transgressed	a	boundary	of	the	mind.	He	analyzes	I am Curious (Yel-
low), Last Tango in Paris and	Deep Throat, noting	how	Marlon	Brando	bared	his	soul	in	


























































































Important	 themes	that	run	through	this	book	are:	how	difficult	 it	 is	for	wounded	


















His	two	previous	monographs,	Blues Guitar: The Men Who Made the Music	(1990)	and	
Rollin’ and Tumblin’: The Postwar Blues Guitarists	(2000),	focus	largely	on	the	giants	
of	the	urban	blues,	such	as	Muddy	Waters,	John	Lee	Hooker,	and	B.	B.	King,	though	
include	profiles	of	earlier,	important	figures	from	the	previous	era,	such	as	Robert	Johnson.	



















Early Blues	 is,	 like	Obrecht’s	work	 in	general,	painstakingly	 researched.	Nearly	
every	previously	published	essay	contains	new	information	and	he	draws	on	the	combined	
knowledge	of	 an	 international	body	of	 experts	 to	present	 the	most	 accurate	 accounts	
to	date	of	 the	lives	and	careers	of	each	artist.	Were	that	all,	Early Blues	would	be	an	
important	contribution	to	blues	scholarship.	However,	Obrecht	weaves	this	information	




























Khatharya	Um’s	book	From the Land of Shadows: War, Revolution, and the Making 











the	outside	world”	 (2).	Um’s	approach	 is	very	 timely	and	necessary	given	 the	global	




























































Despite	 this,	 in	 the	 crowded	marketplace	 of	 scholarly	 and	 popular	 nonfiction	










In	 the	 last	 twenty-five	years,	 since	 the	 aftermath	of	 the	 publication	of	Dinoicio	














is	 re-imagining	 the	cultural	production	of	 the	 state	of	 Indiana.	 (15)	For	 instance,	 she	





























































information,	 the	authors	 found	several	 significant	 trends	 in	 their	 study	of	 the	victims	




























































Readers	 familiar	with	Richard	White’s	The Middle Ground	will	 discover	here	 a	
compelling	counter-argument	to	his	seminal	work.	Since	its	publication	in	1991,	White’s	















































































book	to	be	entitled	Between the Great Red Scares: American Anti-Communism and Politi-












racy’s Prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent	(2010),	which	
includes	much	on	the	amnesty	campaign	of	the	1920s	for	World	War	I	political	prisoners	
such	as	Socialist	Party	leader	Debs	(who	gained	one	million	votes	for	president	in	1920	
while	still	jailed);	Jennifer	Luff’s	Commonsense Anticommunism: Labor and Civil Liber-
ties between the World Wars	(2012),	essentially	on	the	vicious	and	highly	self-interested	
anti-communism	of	the	AFL	(which	saw	communist-dominated	unions,	including	those	
of	the	new	CIO,	as	a	major	threat);	Randi	Storch’s	Red Chicago: American Communism 
at Its Grassroots, 1928-35	(2008);	Nick	Fischer’s	Spider Web: The Birth of American 
Anticommunism	(2016)	(on	the	1920s);	Kirsten	Delgard’s	Battling Miss Bolsheviki: The 
Origins of Female Conservatism in the United States	(2011),	also	on	the	1920s;	Alex	
Goodall,	Loyalty and Liberty: American Countersubversion from World War I to the 
McCarthy Era	(2013),	which	covers	the	whole	period	but	primarily	through	specialized	
chapters;	Rebecca	Hill’s	Men, Mobs, and Law: Anti-Lynching and Labor Defense in U.S. 
Radical History (2009),	focused	mostly	on	the	interwar	period;	and	Landon	Storrs’s	The 
Second Red Scare and the Unmaking of the New Deal Left	(2015),	with	much	on	the	pre-
World	War	II	background	to	the	post-war	red	scare	“loyalty	program”	which	began	in	1947.	
On	anti-labor	repression,	recent	excellent	books	include	Ahmed	White,	The Last 
Great Strike: Little Steel, the CIO, and the Struggle for Labor Rights in New Deal 
America (2015),	 the	 best	 of	 four	 new	books	 on	 the	 1937	 “little	 steel”	 strike	 and	 its	
brutal	 repression,	 including	 the	notorious	Chicago	“Memorial	Day	Massacre”;	Bryan	
Palmer’s	Revolutionary Teamsters: The Minneapolis Teamsters Strike of 1934 (2014);	




see	Shirley	Wiegand’s	Books on Trial: Red Scare in the Heartland (2007),	on	Oklahoma;	
Donna	Haverty-Stacke’s	Trotskyists on Trial: Free Speech and Political Persecution 
Since the age of FDR (2016)––	a	bit	misleadingly	titled	but	an	excellent	study	of	the	
1941	(pre-war)	prosecution	of	the	Socialist	Workers	Party;	Clarence	Taylor’s	Reds at the 
Blackboard: Communists, Civil Rights, and the New York City Teachers Union (2011),	
which	includes	material	on	New	York’s	Rapp-Coudert	Committee	and	the	anti-communist	
purge	of	teachers	in	the	pre-war	period;	and	Douglas	Charles’s J. Edgar Hoover and the 
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groups	 such	as	 the	Daughters	of	 the	American	Revolution,	 “patriotic”	men’s	groups,	












































While	the	largest	contribution	of	Religion of a Different Color is	its	positioning	of	
racialized	conceptions	of	Mormonism	in	broader	conversations	about	race,	Reeve	also	
makes	significant	strides	in	our	understanding	of	Mormonism’s	own	ideas	about	race.	
























biography,	Long Walk to Freedom.	She	learned	that	victims	are	expected	to	extend	the	
sentiment	and	gesture	of	reconciliation.	




















books	about	race	and	sports	like	Kenneth	L.	Shropshire’s	Sports Matters: Leadership, 
Power, and the Quest for Respect in Sports,	Jennifer	H.	Lansbury’s	A Spectacular Leap: 
Black Women Athletes in Twentieth Century America,	and	the	James	Conyers,	Jr.	edited	









Wallace,	 is	often	a	 forgotten	figure.	A	native	of	Detroit,	Dillard	was	not	your	 typical	


















Maraniss	 leaves	 the	question	of	 the	discrimination	against	Dillard	 for	 readers	 to	






















































































































































The	words	 “environmental	 racism”	 typically	 conjure	up	 the	practice	of	 locating	
toxic	dumps	and	industries	in	neighborhoods	or	regions	inhabited	by	minority	popula-
tions,	 especially	African	Americans.	 In	 this	 respect,	Zimring’s	 book	 seems	mistitled,	
for	it	does	not	constitute	a	history	of	environmental	racism	in	the	typical	sense.	Instead,	





































































Unfortunately,	Schultz	 does	 not	 advance	 any	new	 theoretical	 ground.	While	 the	
case	studies	she	highlights	are	interesting	(although	all	have	been	previously	published	
in	lesser	forms	in	other	venues)	she	misses	an	opportunity	to	engage	the	rich	literature	


























for	women’s	 studies	 and	medical	history.	Focusing	on	 the	hybrid	 approach,	 she	uses	
both	documentary	and	non-documentary	sources	from	what	she	refers	to	as	“historical	
predecessors”	of	natural	healing	and	treads	the	path	of	continuities	and	discontinuities,	
ambivalence	 and	 successes	of	 the	Naturopathic	 traditions	 from	when	 it	 began	 to	 the	




































































The Black Jacobins	in	all	of	its	iterations:	its	1936	dramatic	form,	originally	titled	Toussaint 
Louverture	and	the	1967	revisions,	as	well	as	the	historical	text	published	in	1938,	titled	
The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution,	with	its	
own	1963	revisions.	Glick	compares	James’s	1967	revisions	to	Edouard	Glissant’s	1961	














The Black Radical Tragic	is	at	times	a	demanding	read,	particularly	for	readers	who	
may	not	be	as	thoroughly	familiar	with	Bertolt	Brecht,	Marxist	theory	or,	most	importantly,	
with	the	multifaceted	history	of	Black	radical	thought	in	the	English-speaking	Western	
hemisphere.	Even	taking	into	consideration	previous	acquaintance	with	these	themes,	
this	is	a	deep	and	comprehensive	study,	one	that	shifts	from	meditations	on	Paul	Robe-
son	as	Toussaint	to	the	influence	of	a	Rodin	sculpture	on	James;	from	the	incorporation	
of	Mozart’s	Don Giovanni	in	James’s	play	to	a	reminder	of	the	historical	context	of	its	
composition,	the	1935	Italian	invasion	of	Abyssinia.	Glick’s	knowledge	of	these	areas	
is	substantial	and	the	sheer	breadth	of	his	references	is	notable	as	they	lead	the	reader	to	
further	develop	trains	of	thought	that	he	leaves	open	for	further	analysis.	While	his	own	
interpretations	of	these	plays	are	convincing,	he	inspires	the	reader	to	reconsider	these	
writings	for	themselves.	It	is	a	significant	contribution	not	only	to	literary	studies	but	also	
to	an	interdisciplinary	field	of	study	that	concentrates	on	the	Haitian	Revolution	and	its	
continuing	reverberations	more	than	two	centuries	after	its	inauguration.
Vanessa	K.	Valdés		 The	City	College	of	New	York
